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In this era, when ethical issues with contemporary social media platforms, raise concerns 

about social media, it is important to look at alternatives. In Weaving the Dark Web (MIT 
Press. 2018, 208-209),  Robert Gehl, writes: 

“Facebook is arguably the largest identity authenticator on the Internet, with services 
using Facebook Connect as a login system to authenticate the identities of their 
members. In contrast, of course, the anonymizing networks Freenet, Tor, and I2P have 
been developed to dissociate user identities from their reading and publications. 
Facebook’s entry into Tor hidden services is thus a collision between a culture of real 
identities and that of the anonymizing networks.”  

The following informal and unedited conversation took place on  Twitter in November 2018 

as  a part of the Contemporary Social Media and Creative Practice 2018 online panel.

Logging on with anonymous ids, the art students who were part of this discussion, were 

interested in the Dark Web  as an alternate to commercial social media platforms  --

specifically as regards issues of hospitality and identity. - Judy Malloy 






















